
Pastor’s Note – March 4 

 

Beloved parishioners, 

 

On this second Sunday of Lent, the gospel is that of the Transfiguration of the Lord. The word 

“transfiguration” comes from the Latin roots trans- (“across”) and figura (“form/shape”). It thus 

signifies a change of form or appearance. This is what happened to Jesus in the event known as 

the Transfiguration: His appearance changed and became glorious. The question that may come 

to our mind is: “why does the Church propose to us the gospel about the transfiguration, which is 

a glorious event at the beginning of the second week of Lent? To answer this question, we first 

need to know why, in the first place, Jesus was transfigured in the presence of witnesses, that is, 

three of his disciples. The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that: “Christ’s 

transfiguration aims at strengthening the apostles’ faith in anticipation of his Passion: the ascent 

onto the ‘high mountain’ prepares for the ascent to Calvary.” (CCC 568) The context in which 

the transfiguration took place was after Jesus had announced his coming passion and death to his 

disciples and that must have distressed them to the point that Peter asked Jesus to stop talking 

like that.  The transfiguration was to invite the disciples to look beyond the passion and death of 

Jesus to the glory of the resurrection. 

 

 Around Ash Wednesday, many of us took up resolutions and have given up a number of 

things in order to help us grow more spiritually this Lenten Season. But perhaps, too, those 

resolutions have started collapsing; perhaps we are already drawn back to those old habits we 

have decided to give up, or those “good things” we decided to fast from. As it was the case with 

the disciples, the gospel of the Transfiguration encourages us and invites us not to give up, to 

stick to our resolutions, to keep making efforts because all our sacrifices will lead us to spiritual 

growth, to some “glory” with the Lord. Let the following words of St. Anastasius about the 

meaning of transfiguration help us on our Lenten journey:  

 

“Jesus goes before us to show us the way, 

both up the mountain and into heaven and — 

I speak boldly — it is for us now, 

to follow him with all speed . . . 

Let us run with confidence and joy 

to enter into the cloud like Moses and Elijah, 

or like James and John. 

Let us be caught up like Peter 

to behold the divine vision 

and to be transfigured by that glorious transfiguration. 

Let us retire from the world, 

stand aloof from the earth, 

rise above the body, 

detach ourselves from creatures 

and turn to the Creator, 

to whom Peter in ecstasy exclaimed: 

‘Lord, it is good for us to be here.’” 

 

May the Lord bless our every effort as we strive towards holiness through acts of devotion, 

charity, prayer, and service. 



 

Fr. Augustin  


